How do I change my name after divorce?

By Kristi Gleason

(For more information on this topic or any topic in divorce, custody, mediation, child support,
collaborative law, PFA matters, alimony, or other family law matters, visit www.Pittsburgh-Divorce-
Lawyer.com or contact Notaro & Associates, PC at 412-281-1988 for a free phone consultation with
an attorney. You can also schedule online by clicking here.)

Deciding to use your spouse’s last name when getting married might be an easy decision, but deciding
whether to keep it following a divorce may be more difficult. Following a divorce, many adults elect to change their
name to facilitate a fresh start in life. Whether your goal is to sever as many ties from your former spouse as
possible, or if you are on the fence about the decision, the following are just a few things to consider before
deciding:

1. What’s your motive? Make sure that whatever decision you make is because it is what you want to do.
Maybe you want to switch back to your maiden name to reclaim your identity. Perhaps you keep your
married name because you feel more comfortable with it. Whatever the reason, be certain that the
decision is for you.

2. But what about the kids? Many parents worry that having a different last name from their children
might be upsetting and cause confusion. Communicating a name change with their school’s faculty and
activities leaders can help to prevent confusion and just talking to the child about a name change might
help them to understand your decision.

3. Do you have a reputation? Many people who have established a business under their married name
may elect to keep it for the sake of recognition. Conversely, you may wish to change your name back,
especially if you haven’t worked since the marriage and plan to return to an industry that would only
recognize your maiden name.

There are a variety of factors that go into the decision to change back or keep your married name. Often
times, clients choose not to change their name because they believe it will be a long and complicated process.
Changing your name in Pennsylvania is not difficult, and family law firms like Notaro Gordon & Associates, P.C.
can help to simplify the process. Each circumstance is different, and ultimately, only you can make the decision
whether to change or keep your married name.
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